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McRAH History Session #3.2; July 13, 2003

Industrialization and the Rise of Realism 

Carl Smith, cjsmith@northwestern.edu
Focus Question:  What place does Whitman see for imagination and art in an age of industrial progress in particular, and in history in general?

1.  Defining industrialization

the idea of process

saliency

why in the United States?  what drove the process?

2.  Broader concepts



technology and invention



technique




scale




hierarchy




specialization




interchangeability



pervasiveness—farm, factory, office, home





  transportation and communication





  the network and the grid





  gender and separate spheres

                        capital and labor

                        from natural to manmade—some fundamental redefinitions



progress

3.  Industrialization and art forms



imaginative dimensions, not responses

refuge



resistance



reflection—in two senses



realism

4.  Reading Walt Whitman

5.  Selected images—railroads, industrialization, and progress

George Berkeley, Verse On the Prospects of Planting Arts and Learning in America, 1726

http://www.bartleby.com/100/225.1.html
http://members.aol.com/JDHenchman/papers/berkeley.html (full poem)

Emanuel Leutze, Westward the Course of Empire Takes Its Way, 1861

http://americanart.si.edu/t2go/1lw/1931.6.1.html
Frances F. Palmer for Currier & Ives, The “Lightning Express” Trains:  “Leaving the Junction, 1863

http://www.mcny.org/Exhibitions/currierives/progress4.htm
Alexander Gardner, Westward the Course of Empire Takes Its Way, 1867

http://www.getty.edu/art/collections/objects/o67252.html
Frances F. Palmer for Currier & Ives, Across the Continent:  “Westward the course of empire takes its way,” 1868

http://ark.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/kt8d5nb39b/
http://www.mcny.org/Exhibitions/currierives/westward.htm
Currier & Ives, American Railroad Scene:  Snowbound, 1871

http://cprr.org/Museum/Engravings/Currier%20&%20Ives.html#Snow%20Bound
John Gast, American Progress, 1872 

 http://www.cprr.org/Museum/Ephemera/American_Progress.html
Chinese-American Contribution to the Transcontinental Railroad

http://cprr.org/Museum/Chinese.html
Other selected sites of interest

Google

http://www.google.com
American Studies Web

http://cfdev.georgetown.edu/cndls/asw/
American Memory—Library of Congress

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amhome.html

The Learning Page—Especially for Teachers


http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/index.html
History Matters

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/
Smithsonian American Art Museum

http://www.nmaa.si.edu/
National Portrait Gallery

http://www.npg.si.edu/
National Archives—Exhibit Hall

http://www.archives.gov/exhibit_hall/index.html
National Archives Digital Classroom

http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/vietnam_photographs/vietnam_photos.html

Picturing the Century (National Archives)

http://www.archives.gov/exhibit_hall/picturing_the_century/home.html
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York—American Paintings and Sculpture

http://www.metmuseum.org/collections/department.asp?dep=2
Rothschild Peterson Patent Model Museum

http://www.patentmodel.org/index.html
Henry Sharp, Coal Breaker, Patent #219773, 1879

http://www.patentmodel.org/Models/models_p15.html
Lewis W. Hine, “Breaker Boys,” 1912

http://www.geh.org/ar/strip10/htmlsrc/m198500810021_ful.html#topofimage
Patent Models from the Smithsonian Museum of American History

http://www.smithsonianlegacies.si.edu/category.cfm?category=Patent%20Models
History Matters

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/
Central Pacific Railroad Photographic History Museum

http://cprr.org/
American Experience Transcontinental Railroad Site

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/tcrr/
Results of Search on American Memory Learning Pages for “Transcontinental Railroad”

http://search.loc.gov:8765/query.html?qt=transcontinental+railroad&qp=url%3Aloc.gov%2Flearn
United States Historical Census Data Browser

http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/census/
PBS Teacher Source (Social Studies)

http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/soc_stud.htm
