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A Few Tips on Finding and Using Web Resources

1.  Set reasonable time limits, and try to look longer at richer sources rather than gather a large number of smaller ones.  The Web is endless, life is not.

2.  Develop a  reliable place to start.  Google is indispensable but also not particularly discriminating.  Using final suffixes like org and edu to guide you to more reliable (i.e., carefully compiled and reviewed by experts) is helpful, though not infallible.  As suggested in 1, set limits.  Rely on sites that have a) good internal search engines, b) plenty of primary sources that are carefully documented and catalogued, c) teacher resources.

3.  Try to get an overview of the site you use before plunging into specifics, but some plunging is useful to get a sense of how it works.  Do a few sample searches to see how the search engine works, where applicable.  You need to learn to try to see the site through the eyes of those who assembled it, as well as through your own, in figuring out how to make the most of it.

4.  Be adaptable.  While looking for one thing, you may find another.  It may well be more worthwhile to adapt what you want to do to rich resources that you find rather than keep searching for that special thing you were seeking.  

5.  As suggested, emphasize quality of resource and of analysis over quantity, focusing in depth on a small number of things rather than quickly over a larger number.  Take your time; look and read carefully. 

6.  Use your students.  One possible exercise is to get them to find things.  Keep in mind, of course, that finding is not the truly important exercise, but viewing, reading, and analyzing what they find is.  Make sure that some kind of summary, analysis, or evaluation is built in to any assignment.

7.  Keep in mind that most texts can be copied and pasted into word processing documents (some sites, such as newspapers, provide things in a more conveniently printable form), and images can be saved separately.  

8.  Using the Web to view primary sources (especially in cases where a scan of the original, along with a transcription) is one of the great breakthroughs for history instruction of the last decade, but it still involves mediation.  If possible, try to show your students actual originals of documents, paintings, and the like.  

9.  Similarly, the Web remains only one resource.  The book is still unequalled as what might be called an information delivery system.

Using a Website in Class

1.  Become familiar with the site yourself in advance, including not only what it contains but how it navigates, its strengths and weaknesses, and the like.  Acquaint the students with this.  Encourage this activity in them.

2.  Don’t just send students to a site.  Give them particular instructions.  For example, assign certain parts of it (perhaps ask different students to look at different parts and report back), or ask them to look for certain things.

3.  Leave enough time, whether in class or outside class, for students to look at the contents with care.  Limit what you and they examine to what you can reasonably deal with in the time you have.  Think about assigning students in pairs or other groups, to report back to or share with the rest of the class.

4.  Stress qualitative examination that puts emphasis on the contents of the site.  Many sites have special features (virtual reality, zoom capability, sound or video files, slick design), which are well and good, but the primary task is to examine historical documents.  Some things, especially written sources, are often easier to read if printed out.

