INTEGRATING SOCIAL STUDIES AND LANGUAGE ARTS

VERTICALLY AS WELL AS HORIZONTALLY 

	
	1920s
	1930s
	1940s

	Economic Philosophies
	Supply & Demand—

· Impact of the Auto

· Assembly Line (Simulation)

· Advertising, & Credit

· The Crash of ’29

· Consumerism

Stock Market Game
Business Research 

Advertising a Product
	Causes of Great Depression—

· Overproduction

· Falling demand

· Layoffs       

· Businesses/Banks close

The Budget Game – Role Play
“How to Cure the Depression”— are you a liberal or conservative?
	World War II—

· Wartime Economy

· Supply needs of the military vs. rationing at home

· Comparison of Communism/ Capitalism /Socialism / Fascism

· Study of basic ideas from

The Communist Manifesto

	Prevalent

Political
Ideas
	· Communist Revolution 

· The Red Scare


Government’s hands-off policy toward U.S. big business
	· The New Deal

· Alphabet Agencies

· Advent of Welfare in the U.S.

More government involvement in the economy 
	· Rise of Fascist dictators

· Military regime in Japan

· Dictatorship in Russia

Military/Government-driven

economies

	Leaders
	Coolidge
Hoover
	Hoover  &  FDR
	Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, Churchill, & FDR

	

Readings/
Writers’
Perspective
	· Carl Sandburg/Chicago Poems—growth of the city.
· Harlem Renaissance Poetry— Hughes, Countee Cullen 
Look at authors’ backgrounds, connecting them to works
	· Steinbeck – Of Mice & Men

or

· Taylor – Roll of Thunder, Hear
My Cry

· Lois Phillips Hudson –“Children of the Harvest”
Look at authors’ backgrounds and settings/plots of stories
	· George Orwell – film of his life uncovers the basis for his ideas on the use & abuse of power in:

· Road to Wigan’s Pier, (seg.)

·  1984, (segment)

· Animal Farm

	
Characteri-zations
	Langston Hughes/timeline of his life connecting his experiences with works he produced

Chicago Architectural Tour— 
Poetry written by students to characterize today’s Chicago compared to the city in 1920.
	
Impact of Depression-era economy on George, Lennie, and other important characters in OM&M

Or on


On Cassie, Stacey, & TJ in ROT
	Animal Farm—an allegory tale on how practical economic decisions began to undermine original ideas. 

Absolute power corrupts absolutely.

End of novel activities on characterization/plot.
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