POLITICS 321:  U.S. ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

Fall 2009:  Monday, 7:00- 9:50 p.m., 510 Young Hall
Prof. Rand Smith

317 Young Hall

ext. 5124; home:  847-424-9117 
rsmith@lfc.edu

Office hours:  Mon.:11:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.; Wed.: 11 a.m.-12 noon; Fri.:  11 a.m. – 12 noon. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

This course critically examines the main policy approaches to energy and environmental issues by the U.S. government.  Our perspective will be global and historical.  That is, we will analyze American policy in light of global energy and environmental considerations, and we will examine how U.S. policy has developed historically. 

By the end of this course, students should be able to:

1.  identify the main energy and environmental challenges the global community faces and develop possible approaches to meeting these challenges.

2.  explain how U.S. energy production and use have evolved during the past fifty years.

3.  identify how policymaking vis-a-vis energy and environmental issues is distinctive compared with other policy issues such as health, workplace safety, or agriculture. 

4.  assess the principal energy and environmental strategies of past U.S. administrations from Nixon to Obama. 

5.  develop a set of principles that should guide energy and environmental policymaking. 

COURSE FORMAT:

This course will be a combination of lecture and discussion.  I begin with the assumption that when you come to class, you will have done the assigned reading and are prepared to discuss it.  Therefore, class sessions will not merely rehash the reading, but rather use it as a springboard for further reflection and discussion.  I will often begin with the question:  Do you have any questions about the readings?  If you do not understand parts (or all) of the reading, this is when you should ask for clarification, which I'll be happy to provide.  Otherwise, I will assume you have understood the reading, and we can go from there.  Needless to say, students are expected to play an active role in class sessions (see Attendance and Participation below).

TEXTS (all paperbacks):  
Goodell, Jeff.  BIG COAL.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin/Mariner Books, 2007.  


ISBN-13:  978-0-618-87224-4. 
Klare, Michael T.  RISING POWERS, SHRINKING PLANET: THE NEW GEOPOLITICS OF ENERGY.   NY:  Metropolitan Books, 2008.  ISBN-10: 0805080643 (hardcover).  Paper ed. also available.  NOTE:  THIS BOOK WAS NOT ORDERED THROUGH BOOKSTORE – YOU WILL HAVE TO ORDER IT ONLINE (AMAZON, ETC.).
Kolbert, Elizabeth.  FIELD NOTES FROM A CATASTROPHE.   NY:  Bloomsbury, 2006.  ISBN-13:  978-1-59691-125-3.

Leopold, Aldo.  A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC.  Oxford:  Oxford UP, 1968, 2nd ed.  ISBN-13: 978-0195007770

Kline, Benjamin.  FIRST ALONG THE RIVER:  A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield, 2007.  ISBN-13:  978-0-7425-5853-3.  

Paul Roberts.  THE END OF OIL: ON THE EDGE OF A PERILOUS NEW WORLD.  Mariner Books, 2005.  ISBN-13: 978-0618562114
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  The following are the main components of the grade:


Paper 1 (due Oct. 6)

15

Midterm exam
( Oct. 26)
15


Debate



10


Paper 2 (due Dec. 7)

20


Final exam (take home)
25

Attendance/Participation
15


TOTAL

         100%

Paper 1.   Due in class, Oct. 6.  This will be a 1800-2400 word (6-8 pp.) research paper identifying and analyzing a “policy community” around a specific aspect of energy or the environment.  Further details forthcoming.  
Midterm exam.    In class on Monday, Oct. 26.

Debate.   Everyone will participate in one of the debates listed below.  Further details will be forthcoming.

Debate 1 (Nov. 9):   What is to be done about global warming?  A roundtable role-play among “representatives” of:  the Obama Administration, the African Union, the European Union, China, and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  
Debate 2 (Nov. 16):   By and large, the U.S. environmental policymaking system – in all its wondrous complexity – has functioned well over the past three decades in terms of (a) being responsive to public opinion and (b) protecting the environment.  
Debate 3 (Nov. 23):  Nuclear energy has more advantages than drawbacks and thus should be an important energy source for the U.S. as well as for the rest of the world.  

Debate 4 (Nov. 30):   The U.S. government should launch a major effort, comparable to the Marshall Plan or the Apollo Moon project, to make the U.S. independent of foreign energy sources within the next two decades.  
Paper 2.   Due Dec. 7.  This will be a 2400-3000 (8-10 pp.) paper on a topic of your choice.  You may “link” the paper to your debate topic, although the paper cannot be a mere write-up of your debate presentation.  Further details forthcoming. 
Final exam.  The final exam will be a take home exam, which I will hand out at the last class on Dec. 7.  The exam will be due in my office by 5 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 14.  
Attendance/participation.  Regular attendance and active, informed participation are expected.  More than ONE unexcused absence will lower your grade.  (Remember that since this class meets just once a week, missing one class = missing 3 classes in regular MWF format.)  An excused absence is one that is due to reasons of sickness and personal emergency.  If you are unable to attend class for these reasons, I would appreciate that you contact me BEFORE class to let me know.  

COURSE SCHEDULE (readings and topics are subject to adjustment as needed)
WEEK

1

M, 8/31  
Introduction:  Big Questions and Approaches to U.S. Energy





and Environmental Policy

I.  THE PAST 

2

M, 9/7

Environmentalism until 1970




READING:  Kline, chaps. 1-6; Roberts, pp. 1-43
3

M, 9/14
Environmentalism since 1970




READING:  Kline, chaps. 7-11, Conclusion; Roberts, 44-65
II.  THE PRESENT

4

M, 9/21
Environmental Policy:  The Problem of Climate Change 




READING:  Kolbert (whole book)
5

M, 9/28 
American Views of Nature – American Nature Writing




READING:  Aldo Leopold, A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC; William Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness” (to be distributed)





Guest:  Ben Goluboff, Dept. of English

6

M, 10/5
Energy Policy:  Coal 




READING:  Goodell, selected chapters




NOTE:  PAPER 1 DUE IN CLASS
7

M, 10/12
Energy Policy:  Electricity Issues and Federal Policy-making 




READING:  Goodell, selected chapters;  other reading to be assigned




Guest:  James Moeller (B.A., Lake Forest ’80; PBK ’79; M.A., Fletcher School/Tufts University; J.D., Harvard Law School ’84).  Counsel, STUNTZ, DAVIS & STAFFIER, Washington, DC.
8

M, 10/19
Mid-term break – no class 

9

M, 10/26
Energy Policy:  Coal (cont.)  




READING:  Goodell, selected chapters




NOTE:  MID-TERM EXAM IN CLASS
10

M, 11/2
Energy Policy:  Oil and Gas




READING:  Roberts, selected chapters
11

M, 11/9
Energy Policy:  Oil and Gas (cont.)  




READING:  Roberts, selected chapters




Debate 1 – Climate change 

III.  THE FUTURE 

12

M, 11/16
Energy Policy:  Nuclear, solar, and other alternatives 






READING:  Roberts, selected chapters




Debate 2 – U.S. environmental policymaking system
13

M, 11/23
Energy Policy:  Nuclear, solar, and other alternatives (cont.)




READING:  to be assigned 




Debate 3 – Nuclear energy
14

M, 11/30
Energy and Environmental Issues:  A Global Security Perspective




READING:  Klare, selected chapters 




Debate 4 -- U.S. energy independence
15

M, 12/7
Energy and Environmental Issues:  A Global Security Perspective (cont.) 




READING:  Klare, selected chapters




Paper 2 due in class





TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAM HANDED OUT – DUE NO LATER THAN 5 P.M. ON MONDAY, DEC. 14. 

. 
Rand’s 10 Commandments for Good Writing 

(Rand Smith, Dept. of Politics)

1.   Argue.  


Every paper must have a thesis, that is, a central point, argument, or idea that it is trying to establish.  As a rule of thumb, you should state your thesis in the introductory section, then restate/reframe it in your conclusion.  This is NOT a thesis statement:  This paper will examine the origins of the Cold War.  This is a thesis statement:  This paper will argue that the Cold War resulted from critical perceptual mistakes by both American and Soviet leaders.  

2.   Frame. 


A good paper has a “frame”:  an introductory section, which poses the problem, states the thesis, and lays out the main arguments.  This section sets the context and gives an overview of what is to come.  This section can be only one paragraph; in most cases, it should not be longer than 2-3 paragraphs.

3.   Conclude.


A good paper also has a brief conclusion that summarizes the argument and “re-frames” the paper for the reader.  The conclusion should restate the thesis, although it does not have to be limited to a mere restatement.  It may, for example, discuss the implications of the thesis.

4.   Avoid Vagueness.


Data and evidence to back up general points are a must.  Without these, a paper is just a bunch of assertions, i.e., unsupported opinions.  Why should anyone believe you?  

5.   Give Credit. 

      A research paper must cite sources as you use them.  That is, you must have citations within the text.  Of course, this applies to paraphrased as well as quoted material.  It’s not enough to cite nothing in the text and then stick on a “list of sources” at the end.  More generally, avoid plagiarism:  the taking of someone else’s material and “claiming it” as your own (for example, cutting and pasting from the internet without any attribution).  It is your responsibility to know what plagiarism is and to avoid it.

6.    Respect Authority.


Avoid citing “low authority” sources, especially Wikipedia.  Use Wikipedia for background and basic information when beginning your research, but do not cite Wikipedia as a research source.  The same generally applies to basic references such as encyclopedias.  Cite well-known encyclopedias (e.g., Encyclopedia Britannica) only for basic information such as geographical facts, not for historical or political events or interpretations.

7.   Quote Cautiously and Sparingly.

   
Many students think that quotes make a paper look “smarter.”  Not so.  Overuse of quotes clutters the page and breaks up the writer’s voice.  As a general rule, use quotes only in the following contexts:  (1) when the author says something in a particularly interesting or unusual way.  Otherwise, put it in your own words.  (2) when you are quoting a “person of authority,” such as a political leader or a renowned expert in a field.  

8.   Spell Correctly.


Enough said.  Use your spellchecker and proofread all work before turning it in.  Misspelled words = sloppiness, lack of caring, poor professionalism.  

9.    Sweat the Basics.


These include the fundamentals of literate writing:  clear paragraph organization, smooth transitions between paragraphs, subject-verb agreement, complete sentences (not sentence fragments), preference for active over passive voice, and avoidance of common errors (there/their, its/it’s, etc.).

10.  Sweat the Details.


Pay attention to any and all requirements of an assignment:  page length, font type, topic, etc.








