POLITICS 110:  INTRODUCTION TO POLITICS 

Fall 2007:  MWF, 10:00-10:50 a.m. – 417 Young Hall 
Prof. Rand Smith

317 Young Hall

office:  ext. 5124; home:  847-424-9117
email:  rsmith@lfc.edu

The goal of this course is straightforward:  to help you understand the most important issues in contemporary world politics.  “Understanding” means not only that you “know some facts about” the issues – that goes without saying.  It means that you are conversant with the main questions, debates, and controversies surrounding these issues.  Understanding also means that you are able to use some of the basic concepts in political science in order to draw your own conclusions and to establish your own positions regarding these issues.  

INSTRUCTORS AND OFFICE HOURS

My office hours will be as follows:  

Monday – 11 a.m. – 12 noon

Tuesday – 2:00-3:00 p.m.
Friday – 2:30-3:30 p.m.  

and by appointment 

PEER TEACHER:  
Cody Cataldo
phone:  312-307-0564 (cell) 
email:  catalcn@lakeforest.edu

Cody’s office hour:   
As a Peer Teacher, Cody will be, in effect, a co-instructor in this course.  He will attend class and participate regularly in various ways.   Cody was a student in my Pol. 110 course last spring, and so he is familiar with all the topics covered as well as my general approach.  Consider him a “learning resource” for you.  Outside of class, he can help with any course issues/questions you may have.  Specifically, he can help you review for tests and prepare for your debate.
KEY ISSUES IN CONTEMPORARY WORLD POLITICS 

Any list of the key issues is somewhat arbitrarily, but here is my “top five” list:  

1.  The Good Society:  Democracy vs. Jihad.  One of the sharpest controversies during the past decade has about how to define a “good society.”  There are radically different ideas on this, of course, and these differences are producing some violent results.  The biggest conflict has been between proponents of Western-style democracy on the one hand and “Jihadists” (radical Muslims) on the other.  On one side, Pres. Bush has staked his presidency on the project of bringing democracy to the Middle East, claiming that the lack of individual liberty has spawned Islamic radicalism and terrorism.  The President further claims that liberty is a natural right given by God and that human history is tending toward the expansion of freedom for all people.  These claims, of course, raise the issue of whether democracy can be “imported” into other countries and whether the U.S. should be a leading “exporter” of such values.  
On the other side, Jihadists such as Al Qaeda claim that Western notions of democracy and liberty are the work of infidels and imperialists, and they must be violently resisted and conquered.  Is there any justification for the ideas and actions of these Islamic fundamentalists, who seem more than ready to kill other fellow Muslims as well as Christians, Jews, and other “infidels”?  Does the current “war on terror” reflect the famous “clash of civilizations” made famous by Samuel Huntington? 
2.  Globalization.  It’s a cliché to say the world economy is becoming smaller (or “flatter” in Thomas Friedman’s term) through activities that are increasingly global in scope (e.g., manufacturing, retailing, trade, finance, information).   What are the effects of globalization, both economically and politically?  Who are the winners and losers in this process?  How is globalization affecting the poorer countries?  The U.S.?   

3.  The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict.  Can Palestinians and Israelis co-exist in peace?  Is Israel justified in such actions as occupying and settling the West Bank?  Are Palestinians justified in resorting to armed resistance?  What role has the U.S. played in this conflict?  Has the U.S. been an “honest broker”?  

4.  Energy and Environmental Security.   Depletion of fossil fuels and global warming – is the world heading for an energy crisis and/or irreversible environmental damage?  What should be done?  What does this mean for the U.S.?  

5.  China’s Rise.  China’s emergence as a global economic power during the past 30 years has been nothing short of amazing.  What explains this emergence?  What about consequences?  Is China’s rise likely to be a good thing for the rest of the world, or is it likely to lead to problems?  

To address these questions, we must first get a few basic concepts under our belts.  This will be the goal of the first part of the course:  to develop a vocabulary and a set of concepts that we can apply to these issues.  The principal approach we will use is that of comparative politics, as developed in the text by Draper and Ramsay (see below).   
COURSE GOALS
By the end of the course, you should be able to:

1.  identify and analyze the core questions and differing conceptual approaches regarding each of the five main issues listed above.
2.  draw your own independent conclusions and policy prescriptions concerning each of these issues.

3.  articulate the main attributes of what you consider a “good society” to be and to evaluate selected nations according to your criteria.

4.  analyze critically, using the concepts of comparative politics, a typical piece of reportage in the mass media (NEW YORK TIMES, Fox News, CNN, etc.) relating to world affairs.

TEXTS
Copies of the following books have been ordered through the LFC Bookstore:  
Carter, Jimmy.  PALESTINE PEACE NOT APARTHEID.   New York:  Simon & Schuster, 2006.   ISBN-10: 0743285026  (HARDBACK – paper ed. to be published in mid-Sept. ’07)

Draper, Alan and Ansil Ramsay.  THE GOOD SOCIETY:  AN INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS.  New York:  Pearson Education, 2007.  ISBN-10:  0-321-43217-7  (PAPERBACK)

GLOBAL ISSUES: SELECTIONS FROM THE CQ RESEARCHER, 2007 EDITION.  CQ Press, 2007.  ISBN 0-87289-410-X   (PAPERBACK)

 

Jensen, Lionel M. and Timothy B. Weston, eds.  CHINA’S TRANSFORMATIONS:  THE STORIES BEHIND THE HEADLINES.  Rowman & Littlefield, 2006.  ISBN 0-7425-3863-X  (PAPERBACK)

 

Klare, Michael.  BLOOD AND OIL:  THE DANGERS AND CONSEQUENCES OF AMERICA’S GROWING DEPENDENCY ON IMPORTED PETROLEUM.  Henry Holt/Owl Books, 2004.  ISBN 0-8050-7938-6  (PAPERBACK)

 

Rivoli, Pietra.  THE TRAVELS OF A T-SHIRT IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY.   John Wiley & Sons, 2005.  ISBN-10: 0470039205 (PAPERBACK)

NOTE:  You should also make a daily habit of reading the NEW YORK TIMES, the U.S.’s most complete newspaper in terms of world coverage.  The Times is available in the library, LFC Bookstore, and on-line (www.nyt.com).  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Paper 1 (due Thurs., 10/18)

10

Tests (total)



25





Test 1 (Fri., 9/28)


Test 2  (Fri., 11/2)

Debate 




10


Paper 2 (variable due dates – see



   below)
 
    
20


Attendance/Participation

10

Final Exam 

 

25

TOTAL


          100%


Paper 1 (due Thurs, Oct. 18).  This will be a paper of approximately 1200 words (4 pages @ 12 pt. Times Roman font) on the question:  How would Pietra Rivoli (author of THE TRAVELS OF A T-SHIRT) react/respond to the documentary “Is Wal-Mart Good for America?”  Paper must be typed double-spaced, use 12 pt. font and 1” margins all around, and have an original title.


Tests:   Test 1 will be on Friday, Sept. 28; Test 2 will be on Fri., Nov. 2.   Test 1 covers the initial weeks; Test 2 covers material since Test 1.  

Debate.  Each student will participate in one of the following debates.  Each Pro and Con team will have 2-3 persons each.  I will work with each team to prepare your arguments.  Further details forthcoming.     

1.  The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict (Wed., Nov. 7).  In exercising its legitimate right to self-defense, Israel has been justified in taking the actions that it has vis-à-vis the Palestinians and Lebanon during the past 40 years (i.e., since the Six-Day War).

2.  Globalization (Wed., Nov. 14).  Globalization is a fancy word for “the rich get richer.”  It is not helping the mass of people in Third World countries, or for that matter, average people in the rich countries.

3.  Energy and Environmental Security (Wed., Nov. 21).   The U.S. government should launch a major effort, comparable to the Marshall Plan or the Apollo Moon project, to make the U.S. independent of foreign energy sources within the next two decades.  

4.  Democracy vs. Jihad (Fri, Nov. 30).   History will show the Bush Administration’s response to the jihadist attack on 9/11 – namely, to remove Saddam Hussein from power and to promote democracy in Iraq – has been, on balance, justified and effective. 

5.  China’s Rise (Wed., Dec. 5).   China’s rise is good not only for the Chinese; it’s good for the world.


Paper 2.  This will be a research-based paper of approximately 2400 words (8 pages @ 12 pt. Times Roman font) that will derive from your debate topic.  The paper will be due one week after your debate.  This is not simply a write-up of your debate presentation, though the paper may use the research and materials you use for the debate.  For example, if your debate topic is #1 (The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict), your paper could evaluate U.S. policy toward the conflict, or the internal politics of the Palestinian people.  If your debate topic is #4 (Energy and Environmental Security), the paper could examine how the U.S. became so dependent on foreign oil sources, or analyze energy alternatives to our present course.  I will be happy to talk with you about how to frame your paper.  Paper must be typed double-spaced, use 12 pt. font and 1” margins all around, and have an original title.


Attendance/Participation.  Regular attendance and informed participation in class discussion are expected.  If you are unable to attend class, you should contact me, preferably beforehand.  


Final Exam.  Saturday, December 15, 8:30 a.m.  The final will be cumulative over the whole course, but will stress the last third.  
Schedule and Reading Assignments.  *required reading.

Week 1

F, 8/31

Introduction – pass out syllabus 





NOTE:  I will be absent due to participation in annual meeting of the 




American Political Science Association.  Cody will pass out  syllabus and 




introduce himself. 

Week 2 
M, 9/3

Introduction:  Good Societies




read:  Draper and Ramsay (hereafter D-R), Introduction and chap. 1.



W, 9/5

Political Institutions and the Good Society 




read:  D-R, pp. 22-38


F, 9/7

Political Institutions and the Good Society (cont.)





read:  D-R, pp. 38-55
NOTE:  
Sunday, Sept. 9 at 8 p.m., Lily Holt Reid Chapel.  Attendance is required.   Lecture: 



"Islam at the Crossroads: In the Media, in the Academy, at Home, and Abroad," by



Duke University Professor of Religion Bruce Lawrence, Head of Duke’s Islamic 


Studies Program.  Please write a 1-page/2 paragraph “review” of the talk:  one paragraph



summarizing the 2 or 3 main points, and one paragraph of reflection/critique of the session 



(which could include the Q&A after the talk).   Turn in on Wed., 9/12.
I.  The Good Society:  Democracy vs. Jihad.

Week 3

M, 9/10 
guest:  Prof. Bruce Lawrence.  




read:  Global Issues, chap. 5


W, 9/12

Rich Democracies





read:  D-R, chap. 4



F, 9/14

Regimes in Rich Democracies





read:  D-R, pp. 117-135

Week 4

M, 9/17

Regimes in Rich Democracies (cont.)





D-R, pp. 135-148



W, 9/19

Clash of Civilizations?  The Huntington Thesis




read:  Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations (Closed Reserve, Library)



F, 9/21

Huntington’s Critics Respond




read:  A. Sen, “Civilizational Imprisonments:  How to Misunderstand





Everybody in the World” (Closed Reserve, Library)
Week 5
M, 
9/24

Global Jihad




read:  Global Issues (hereafter:  GI), chap. 1



W, 9/26

Can Democracy Be Exported?




read:  GI, chap. 13



F, 9/28

Test 1 in class

Week 6

M, 10/1

guest:  Evelyne Accad, Professor Emeritus of French, University 





of Illinois; Lebanese writer and activist. 




read:  to be assigned 

II.  Globalization.


W, 10/3

States, Markets, and the Good Society 





read:  D-R, chap. 3; short reading by Thomas Friedman to be assigned  
NOTE:  
Thurs., Oct. 4 at 8 p.m., Sports Center.  Attendance is required.  Tickets are necessary – details forthcoming.  Lecture:  “The World is Still Flat,” by Thomas Friedman, foreign affairs columnist of the NEW YORK TIMES. Please write a 1-page/2 paragraph “review” of the talk:  one paragraph 
summarizing the 2 or 3 main points, and one paragraph of reflection/critique of the session (which could include the Q&A after the talk).   Turn in on Mon., 10/8.



F, 10/5

Sesquicentennial Academic Festival – no class.  I will give a brief 





assignment related to the Festival.
Week 7

M, 10/8

Less Developed Countries





read:  D-R, chap. 7
NOTE:  
I will arrange a showing outside of class of the documentary “Is Wal-Mart Good for 


America?” 



W, 10/10
Discussion #1 of Rivoli, TRAVELS OF A T-SHIRT





read:  Rivoli, pp. 1-107 (Parts I and II)



F, 10/12
Discussion #2 of Rivoli, TRAVELS OF A T-SHIRT





read:  Rivoli, pp. 109-215 (Parts III and IV)

Week 8

M, 10/15
Regimes in Less Developed Countries




read:  D-R, pp. 212-229



W, 10/17
Regimes in Less Developed Countries (cont.)





read:  D-R, pp. 229-243



NOTE:  
PAPER 1 DUE – THURS., OCT. 18 AT 4 P.M.

III.  The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict.



F, 10/19
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict 





read:  Carter (pages to be assigned)

Week 9

M, 10/22
Mid-term break – no class 



W, 10/24
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict 




read:  Carter (pages to be assigned)



F, 10/26
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict 





read:  Carter (pages to be assigned)

Week 10
M, 10/29
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict 





read:  Carter (pages to be assigned)


W, 10/31
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict 





read:  Carter (pages to be assigned)



F, 11/2

Test 2 in class
IV.  Energy and Environmental Security.
Week 11
M, 11/5

Energy Security Issues




read:  Klare, chaps. 1-2


W, 11/7
 
Debate 1:  The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict (see topic above)


F, 11/9

Energy Security Issues (cont.)




read:  Klare, chaps. 3-4
Week 12
M, 11/12
Energy Security Issues (cont.)




read:  Klare, chap. 7 and Afterword


W, 11/14
Debate 2:  Globalization (see topic above)


F, 11/16
Environmental Security:  Global Warming/Climate Change 




read:  GI, chap. 10
Week 13
M, 11/19
Environmental Security:  Global Warming/Climate Change




read:  to be assigned


W, 11/21
Debate 3:  Energy and Environmental Security (see topic above)


F, 11/23
Thanksgiving break – no class 

V.   China’s Rise
Week 14
M, 11/26
China:  An Introduction 





read:  D-R, chap. 10 



W, 11/28
Emerging China




read:  GI, chap. 15



W, 11/28
China’s Rise




read: Jenson and Westen (hereafter J-W), selected chaps.



F, 11/30
Debate 4:  Democracy vs. Jihad (see topic above)
Week 15
M, 12/3

China’s Rise (cont.)




read:  J-W, selected chaps.


W, 12/5

Debate 5:  China’s Rise (see topic above)





read:  Klare, chap. 6


F, 12/7

China’s Rise (cont.) 





read:  J-W, selected chaps.
Week 16
M, 12/10
China’s Rise -- Course conclusions 





read:  J-W, selected chaps. 
FINAL EXAM:    Saturday, Dec. 15, 8:30 a.m.
1
1

