POLITICS 110:  INTRODUCTION TO POLITICS 

Spring 2010:  WF, 1:00 – 2:20 p.m. – 506 Young Hall 
Prof. Rand Smith

317 Young Hall

office:  ext. 5124; home:  847-424-9117
email:  rsmith@lfc.edu

Office hours:  Mon.:11:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.; Wed.: 11 a.m.-12 noon; Fri.:  11 a.m. – 12 noon. 

This course has two main aims, which we will take up sequentially.  The first is to undertake a consideration of the “good society.”  Political analysts since Aristotle have pondered the question:  What is the best way to organize political affairs?  We will approach this question through the main textbook by Draper and Ramsay (see “Texts” below), as well as through an analysis of major works by Marx and Machiavelli, who had very different views on this question.  

With this initial foundation under our belts, we will address the second aim:  to understand some of the central issues in contemporary world politics.  Any list of the central issues is somewhat arbitrary, but here is my “top four” list: 
1.  Globalization.  It’s a cliché to say the world economy is becoming smaller (or “flatter” in Thomas Friedman’s term) through activities that are increasingly global in scope (e.g., manufacturing, retailing, trade, finance, information).   What are the effects of globalization, both economically and politically?  Who are the winners and losers in this process?  How is globalization affecting the poorer countries?  The U.S.?   

2.  The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict.  Can Palestinians and Israelis co-exist in peace?  Is Israel justified in such actions as occupying and settling the West Bank?  Are Palestinians justified in resorting to armed resistance?  What role has the U.S. played in this conflict?  Has the U.S. been an “honest broker”?  

3.  Energy and Environmental Security.   Depletion of fossil fuels and global warming – is the world heading for an energy crisis and/or irreversible environmental damage?  What should be done?  What does this mean for the U.S.?  

4.  China’s Rise.  China’s emergence as a global economic power during the past 30 years has been nothing short of amazing.  What explains this emergence?  What about consequences?  Is China’s rise likely to be a good thing for the rest of the world, or is it likely to lead to problems?  

LEARNING GOALS
By the end of the course, you should be able to:

1.  articulate the main attributes of what you consider a “good society” to be and to evaluate selected nations according to your criteria.

2.  identify and analyze the core questions and differing conceptual approaches regarding the four main global issues we have considered.
3.  draw your own independent conclusions and policy prescriptions concerning each of these issues.

4.  analyze critically, using the concepts of comparative politics, a typical piece of reportage in the mass media (NEW YORK TIMES, Fox News, CNN, etc.) relating to world affairs.

TEXTS
Copies of the following books have been ordered through the LFC Bookstore:  
Carter, Jimmy.  PALESTINE PEACE NOT APARTHEID.   New York:  Simon & Schuster, 2006.   ISBN-10: 0743285026 (paper).  list:  $15.00.  

Draper, Alan and Ansil Ramsay.  THE GOOD SOCIETY:  AN INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS.  New York:  Pearson Education, 2007.  ISBN-10:  0-321-43217-7 (paper).  list $82.00.

Gifford, Rob.  CHINA ROAD:  A JOURNEY INTO THE FUTURE OF A RISING POWER.  NY:  Random House Trade Paperbacks; Reprint edition -- 2008.  ISBN-10: 0812975243.  list $17.00.

Klare, Michael T.  RISING POWERS, SHRINKING PLANET: THE NEW GEOPOLITICS OF ENERGY.   NY:  Holt, 2009.  ISBN-10: 0805089217 (paper).  list $16.00.
Rivoli, Pietra.  THE TRAVELS OF A T-SHIRT IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY.   John Wiley & Sons, 2009, 2nd ed.  ISBN-10: 0470287160 (paper).  list $18.95.  

NOTE:  You should also make a daily habit of reading the NEW YORK TIMES, the U.S.’s most complete newspaper in terms of world coverage.  The Times is available in the library, LFC Bookstore, and on-line (www.nyt.com).  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Paper 1 (due Fri., 1/29)

  5%

Paper 2 (due Thurs. 3/4)

10


Paper 3 (variable due dates – 




      see below)

20

Debate 



15


Midterm exam


15


Final exam


25


Participation 


10




          100%


Paper 1.  DUE in class, Fri., 1/29.  This will be a short essay on the Chinese movie “To Live.”  (On Closed Reserve/Library.  You can see it on your own.)  The essay should address two central questions:  


1.  What do you consider the “climax” (crucial moment/event/turning point) of the movie, 



and why?  


2.  Does this climax work – i.e., is it effective -- from an artistic and/or emotional viewpoint?  

            Length/format requirements:  900-1000 words (3-4 pages), double-spaced, 12 pt. Times Roman font, 1” margins all around.  Please include word count at end of paper.  NOTE:  This essay is not a summary of the film, although you may have to provide a bit of the story context for your essay to make sense.  The main thing is address the above questions in the required word limit.  The movie will be discussed in class on the day the paper is due.  No late papers will be accepted.

Paper 2.  DUE on Thursday, March 4 (note:  NOT a class day).  Write an essay on the following question:  How would Pietra Rivoli (author of THE TRAVELS OF A T-SHIRT) react/respond to the documentary “Is Wal-Mart Good for America?”  “Channel” Rivoli – i.e., write in her voice -- as she might assess/critique the film.  

Length/format requirements:  1200-1300 words (4-5 pages), double-spaced, 12 pt. Times Roman font, 1” margins all around.  Please include word count at end of paper. 

Paper 3.  DUE at variable times – in all cases, one week after your debate.  This will be a research-based paper that will derive from your debate topic.  This is not simply a write-up of your debate presentation, though the paper may use the research and materials you use for the debate.  For example, if your debate topic is #2 (The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict), your paper could evaluate U.S. policy toward the conflict, or the internal politics of the Palestinian people.  If your debate topic is #4 (Energy and Environmental Security), the paper could examine how the U.S. became so dependent on foreign oil sources, or analyze energy alternatives to our present course.  I will be happy to talk with you about how to frame your paper.  


Length/format requirements:  2100-2400 words (7-8 pages), double-spaced, 12 pt. Times Roman font, 1” margins all around.  Please include word count at end of paper. 


Debate.  Each student will participate in one of the following debates.  Each Pro and Con team will have 2-3 persons each.  I will work with each team to prepare your arguments.  Further details forthcoming.     

1.  The Good Society (Fri., Mar. 26).   Machiavelli’s analysis of politics is superior to that of Marx.  Machiavelli’s view of human nature, power, conflict, and the good society helps us understand human history much better than Marx’s view.  
2.  The Palestinian-Israeli Conflict (Fri., April 2).  In exercising its legitimate right to self-defense, Israel has been justified in taking the actions that it has vis-à-vis the Palestinians and Lebanon during the past 40 years (i.e., since the Six-Day War).

3.  Globalization (Fri., April 9).  The current wave of globalization represents, on balance, a positive force.
4.  Energy and Environmental Security (Fri., April 16).   The U.S. government should launch a major effort, comparable to the Marshall Plan or the Apollo Moon project, to make the U.S. independent of foreign energy sources within the next two decades.  

5.  China’s Rise (Wed., April 21).   China’s rise is good not only for the Chinese; it’s good for the world.


Attendance/Participation.  Regular attendance and active, informed participation are expected.  More than three unexcused absences will lower your grade.  An excused absence is one that is due to reasons of sickness,  personal emergency, etc.  If you are unable to attend class for these reasons, you should notify me BEFORE class if possible.

Final Exam.  Wed., May 5, 1:30 p.m.  The final will be cumulative over the whole course, but will stress the last third.  
Schedule and Reading Assignments. 
WEEK

1
W, 1/13

Introduction

I.  THE GOOD SOCIETY

F, 1/15

Introduction:  The Good Society



Read:  Draper and Ramsay (hereafter D-R), chap. 1

2
W, 1/20

Political Institutions and the Good Society



Read:  D-R, chap. 2


F, 1/22

The Rich Democracies



Read:  D-R, chap. 4

3
W, 1/27

Regimes in Rich Democracies



Read:  D-R, chap. 5


F, 1/29

China:  An Introduction



Read:  D-R, pp. 312-331




Discussion of “To Live”



NOTE:  Paper 1 due in class

4
W, 2/3

Marx and the Good Society



Read:  “The Communist Manifesto,” parts 1 and 2 (on-line or closed reserve)

F, 2/5

Less Developed Counries



Read:  D-R, chap. 7

5
W, 2/10

Machiavelli and the Good Society



Read:  “The Prince” (selections)  (accessible on-line)


F, 2/12

Regimes in Less Developed Countries



Read:  D-R, chap. 8

II.  ISSUES IN CONTEMPORARY WORLD POLITICS:  

A.  GLOBALIZATION

6
W, 2/17

Globalization 



Read:  Rivoli, Parts I and II

F, 2/19

Globalization (cont.)



Video:  “Is Wal-Mart Good for America?”

7
W, 2/24

Globalization (cont.)



Read:  Rivoli, Parts III and IV
B.  PALESTINIAN-ISRAELI CONFLICT 


F, 2/26

Palestinian-Israeli Conflict



Read:  Carter (pages to be assigned)
8
W, 3/3

Palestinian-Israeli Conflict (cont.)



Read:  Carter (pages to be assigned)


NOTE:  Paper 2 due by 3 p.m. on Thursday, March. 4.  Please turn in to 


Faculty Office, 1st floor, Young Hall.


F, 3/5 

Palestinian-Israeli Conflict (cont.)



Read:  Carter (pages to be assigned)

9
SPRING BREAK

10
W, 3/17

Mid-term exam

C.  ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY


F, 3/19

Energy and Environmental Security



Read:  Klare (pages to be assigned)

11
W, 3/24

Energy and Environmental Security (cont.)



Read:  Klare (pages to be assigned)


F, 3/26

Debate 1:  Machiavelli vs. Marx
12
W, 3/31

Energy and Environmental Security (cont.)




Read:  Klare (pages to be assigned)


F, 4/2

Debate 2:  Palestinian-Israeli Conflict 
D.  CHINA’S RISE 

13
W, 4/7

China’s Rise



Read:  Gifford (pages to be assigned)


F, 4/9

Debate 3:  Globalization
14
W, 4/14

China’s Rise (cont.)




Read:  Gifford (pages to be assigned)


F, 4/16

Debate 4:  Energy and Environmental Security 
15
W, 4/21

Debate:  5:  China’s Rise (cont.)

F, 4/23

China’s Rise (cont.) and course conclusions




Read:  Gifford (pages to be assigned)

Final exam:  Wed., May 5, 1:30 p.m.
Rand’s 10 Commandments for Good Writing 

(Rand Smith, Dept. of Politics)

1.   Argue.  


Every paper must have a thesis, that is, a central point, argument, or idea that it is trying to establish.  As a rule of thumb, you should state your thesis in the introductory section, then restate/reframe it in your conclusion.  This is NOT a thesis statement:  This paper will examine the origins of the Cold War.  This is a thesis statement:  This paper will argue that the Cold War resulted from critical perceptual mistakes by both American and Soviet leaders.  

2.   Frame. 


A good paper has a “frame”:  an introductory section, which poses the problem, states the rationale (i.e., why the topic “matters”), states the thesis, and gives an overview (a “roadmap”) of what is to come.  This section can be only one paragraph; in most cases, it should not be longer than 2-3 paragraphs.

3.   Conclude.


A good paper also has a brief conclusion that summarizes the argument and “re-frames” the paper for the reader.  The conclusion should restate the thesis, although it does not have to be limited to a mere restatement.  It may, for example, discuss the implications of the thesis.
4.   Avoid Vagueness.


Data and evidence to back up general points are a must.  Without these, a paper is just a bunch of assertions, i.e., unsupported opinions.  Why should anyone believe you?  

5.   Give Credit. 

      A research paper must cite sources as you use them.  That is, you must have citations within the text.  Of course, this applies to paraphrased as well as quoted material.  It’s not enough to cite nothing in the text and then stick on a “list of sources” at the end.  More generally, avoid plagiarism:  the taking of someone else’s material and “claiming it” as your own (for example, cutting and pasting from the internet without any attribution).  It is your responsibility to know what plagiarism is and to avoid it.
6.    Respect Authority.


Avoid citing “low authority” sources, especially Wikipedia.  Use Wikipedia for background and basic information when beginning your research, but do not cite Wikipedia as a research source.  The same generally applies to basic references such as encyclopedias.  Cite well-known encyclopedias (e.g., Encyclopedia Britannica) only for basic information such as geographical facts, not for historical or political events or interpretations.
7.   Quote Cautiously and Sparingly.

   
Many students think that quotes make a paper look “smarter.”  Not so.  Overuse of quotes clutters the page and breaks up the writer’s voice.  As a general rule, use quotes only in the following contexts:  (1) when the author says something in a particularly interesting or unusual way.  Otherwise, put it in your own words.  (2) when you are quoting a “person of authority,” such as a political leader or a renowned expert in a field.  

8.   Spell Correctly.


Enough said.  Use your spellchecker and proofread all work before turning it in.  Misspelled words = sloppiness, lack of caring, poor professionalism.  

9.    Sweat the Basics.


These include the fundamentals of literate writing:  clear paragraph organization, smooth transitions between paragraphs, subject-verb agreement, complete sentences (not sentence fragments), preference for active over passive voice, and avoidance of common errors (there/their, its/it’s, etc.).
10.  Sweat the Details.

Pay attention to any and all requirements of an assignment:  page length, font type, topic, etc.
1
6

