Politics 210:  Politics of Western Europe and the European Union

Fall 2007:  Wednesday and Friday, 1:00-2:20 p.m. – 313 Young Hall

Prof. Rand Smith

317 Young Hall

office:  ext. 5124; home:  847-424-9117

rsmith@lakeforest.edu

Office hours:   You are encouraged to come by during the following times without an appointment:

   
*Monday – 11 a.m. – 12 noon


*Tuesday – 2:00-3:00 p.m.

*Friday – 2:30-3:30 p.m

I will also be happy to meet at other times by appointment.

COURSE GOALS 
This course introduces students to the major political systems of Western Europe and to the supranational body, the European Union, that is increasingly shaping the region's economic and political life.  By the end of the course, students should be able to:  

(1)  identify the major social, economic, and political traits of selected Western European nations:  United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, and Sweden.  
(2)  explain the origins, institutional framework, goals, and achievements of the European Union.

(3)  identify and assess the sources of cooperation and tension between Western Europe and the United States.

(4) assess the impact of several key variables in the study of Western European politics, notably social class, religion, regional identity, and institutional setting. 

TEXTS:  Copies of the following books have been ordered through the LFC Bookstore:
Berman, Sheri.  The Primacy of Politics.  Cambridge Univ. Press, 2006. ISBN:  0-521-52110-6 (pbk)
Hancock, M. Donald, et al., Politics in Europe.  4th ed.  CQ Press, 2007. ISBN:  1-933116-45-5 (pbk)

Pontusson, Jonas.  INEQUALITY AND PROSPERITY:  SOCIAL EUROPE VS. LIBERAL AMERICA.  Ithaca, NY:  Cornell University Press.  ISBN 978-0-8014-8970-9 (pbk)

Reid, T.R.  The United States of Europe.  Penguin Publishers, 2004.  ISBN:   0-14-303608-4 (pbk)        
REQUIREMENTS
Research project
 
35
Debate 


 
15
Mid-term exam (Wed, 10/17) 
15

Participation


10

Final exam (take home)

25
TOTAL

          100%

Research Project.   This will be a two-part project in which you will compare political change in two European nations.  I will shortly hand out an explanation of this assignment.

Debate.   Everyone will participate in one of the debates listed below.  Details re:  rules, etc. are forthcoming.  Generally, each side, Pro and Con, will have three persons.  

Debate 1 (Wed., Nov. 7).  France’s policy regarding the banning of Muslim head scarves, Christian crosses, and other “ostentatious” religious symbols in public schools and other public institutions is a fair and equitable policy in line with French republican values.  The policy should be maintained and strictly enforced.


Debate 2 (Wed., Nov. 14).    Turkey should be admitted to the EU in the near future.


Debate 3 (Wed., Nov. 21).  Why Can’t We Just Get Along?  A debate between (students role-playing) American and European leaders on their perspectives regarding:  Iraq, international terrorism, Iran’s nuclear aspirations, the role of government in the economy, and other questions.  


Debate 4 (Wed., Nov. 28).  The euro has had a positive impact on the European economy and on the prospects for European unity in general.


Debate 5 (Wed., Dec. 5).  The “European social model” featuring a strong welfare state has functioned well for European societies.  Despite the pressures of global economic competition, this model remains a viable and even desirable alternative to American-style “liberal” capitalism.

Mid-term exam.  In class on Wed., Oct. 17.
Participation.   Regular attendance and active, informed participation are expected.  This means I expect you to have done the reading carefully before coming to class.   More than three unexcused absences will lower your grade.
Final exam.  Take-home exam.  To be handed out at last class on Friday Dec. 7.  Due no later than 1:30 p.m., Monday, Dec. 17  
****

COURSE SCHEDULE AND READINGS
Week 1

F, 8/31

Introduction – pass out syllabus 





NOTE:  I will be absent due to participation in annual meeting of the 




American Political Science Association.  
Week 2

W, 9/5

United Kingdom




read:  Hancock, et al., POLITICS IN EUROPE (hereafter:  Hancock),






Introduction and Parts 1.1 and 1.2



F, 9/7

United Kingdom (cont.)




read:  Hancock, 1.3 and 1.5






          Lawrence D. Freedman, “The Special Relationship, Then






          and Now,” FOREIGN AFFAIRS, May/June 06, 






          pp. 61-74 (ON RESERVE/LIBRARY) 

NOTE:  
Sunday, Sept. 9 at 8 p.m., Lily Holt Reid Chapel.  Attendance is required.   Lecture: 



"Islam at the Crossroads: In the Media, in the Academy, at Home, and Abroad," by



Duke University Professor of Religion Bruce Lawrence, Head of Duke’s Islamic 



Studies Program.  Please write a 1-page/2 paragraph “review” of the talk:  one paragraph



summarizing the 2 or 3 main points, and one paragraph of reflection/critique of the session 



(which could include the Q&A after the talk).   Turn in on Wed., 9/12.
Week 3

W, 9/12

European Political Thought:  Major Ideologies




read:  Sheri Berman, THE PRIMACY OF POLITICS, chaps. 1-2



F, 9/14

European Political Thought:  Major Ideologies (cont.)




read:  Berman, chap. 5 or 6 (as assigned)
Week 4

W, 9/19

France 




read:  Hancock, 2.1 and 2.2



F, 9/21

France (cont.)




read:  Hancock, 2.3 and 2.4
Week 5

W, 9/26

France (cont.)




read:  Hancock, 2.5




         Steven Philip Kramer, “The End of French Europe,” FOREIGN 






         AFFAIRS, July/Aug 06, 126-138 (ON RESERVE/LIBRARY)



F, 9/28 

France (cont.)






read:  The Art of the Impossible:  A Survey of France,” THE 





          ECONOMIST, Oct 28, 2006 (ON RESERVE/LIBRARY)
Week 6

W, 10/3

Germany 




read:  Hancock, 3.1 and 3.2

NOTE:  
Thurs., Oct. 4 at 8 p.m., Sports Center.  Attendance is required.  Tickets are necessary – details forthcoming.  Lecture:  “The World is Still Flat,” by Thomas Friedman, foreign affairs columnist of the NEW YORK TIMES.  Please write a 1-page/2 paragraph “review” of the talk:  one paragraph summarizing the 2 or 3 main points, and one paragraph of reflection/critique of the session (which could include the Q&A after the talk).   Turn in to me on Mon., 10/8.



F, 10/5

Sesquicentennial Academic Festival – no class 

Week 7

W, 10/10
Germany (cont.)




read:  Hancock, chap. 3.3 and 3.5


F, 10/12
Germany (cont.)




read:  ”Waiting for a Wunder:  A Survey of Germany” THE 





          ECONOMIST, Feb 11, 2006 (ON RESERVE/LIBRARY)  

NOTE:  
Part I of research project due in Faculty Office (1st floor, Young Hall) 



by 4 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 15.

Week 8

W, 10/17 
European Union 





read:  Hancock, 8.1 and 8.2


F, 10/19
Mid-term exam
Week 9

W, 10/24
European Union (cont.)




read:  Hancock, 8.3




                       T.R. Reid, THE UNITED STATES OF EUROPE, , Prologue and






          chaps. 1-2.



F, 10/26
European Union (cont.)




read:  Hancock, 7.1 (on Poland), 8.3.




Reid, chap. 3

Week 10
W, 10/31
European Union (cont.)




read:  Hancock, 7.2, 8.5




Reid, chaps. 4-6 (as assigned)



F, 11/2

European Union (cont.)




read:  Hancock, 7.3




Reid, chaps. 7-9 (as assigned)

Week 11
W, 11/7
 
Debate 1:  France’s headscarf ban






read:  Stéphanie Giry, “France and its Muslims,” FOREIGN




            AFFAIRS, Sept/Oct 06, 87-104 (ON RESERVE/LIBRARY)



F, 11/9

European Social Democracy 




Berman, chaps. 7-8

Week 12
W, 11/14
Debate 2:  Turkey and EU





read:  Ersel Aydinli, et al., “The Turkish Military’s March Toward 






          Europe,”  FOREIGN AFFAIRS, Jan/Feb 06, 77-90 (ON 





          RESERVE/LIBRARY)



F, 11/16
Social Europe vs. Liberal America




read:  Jonas Pontusson, INEQUALITY AND PROSPERITY, 





          chaps. 1-2

Week 13
W, 11/21
Debate 3:  Americans and Europeans




read:  to be assigned


F, 11/23
Thanksgiving break – no class
Week 14
W, 11/28
Debate 4:  the euro


F, 11/30
Social Europe vs. Liberal America (cont.)




read:  Pontusson, chaps. 4-5

Week 15
W, 12/5
    
Debate 5:  European social model 


F, 12/7

Social Europe vs. Liberal America (cont.)





read:  Pontusson, chaps. 8-9

NOTE:  Part 2 of research project is due in class on Friday, Dec. 7.  Take-home final will be handed out in this class and will be due no later than 1:30 p.m., Monday, Dec. 17  
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1

