Politics 210:  Politics of Western Europe and the European Union

Spring 2010:  Wednesday and Friday, 2:30 – 3:50 p.m. – 423 Young Hall

Prof. Rand Smith

317 Young Hall

office:  ext. 5124; home:  847-424-9117

rsmith@lakeforest.edu
Office hours:  Mon.:11:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.; Wed.: 11 a.m.-12 noon; Fri.:  11 a.m. – 12 noon. 

This course introduces students to the major political systems of Western Europe and to the supranational body, the European Union, that is increasingly shaping the region's economic and political life.  By the end of the course, students should be able to:  

(1)  identify the major social, economic, and political traits of selected Western European nations, including Britain, Germany, France, Italy, and Spain.  
(2)  explain the origins, institutional framework, goals, and achievements of the European Union.

(3)  identify and assess the sources of cooperation and tension between Western Europe and the United States.

(4) assess the impact of several key variables in the study of Western European politics, notably social class, religion, regional identity, and institutional setting. 

TEXTS:  Copies of the following books have been ordered through the LFC Bookstore:
Encarnacion, Omar G.  SPANISH POLITICS.  Malden, MA:  Polity Press.  ISBN-13:  978-07456-3993-2.   list/paperback $24.95.  

Hauss, Charles.  POLITICS IN FRANCE.  Washington, DC:  CQ Press.  ISBN-10: 1568026706.  list/paperback $49.95.

Judt, Tony.  2005.  POSTWAR:  A HISTORY OF EUROPE SINCE 1945.  NY:  Penguin.    ISBN-10: 0143037757.  list/paperback $20.00.

Mark Leonard (Author) 

› Visit Amazon's Mark Leonard Page
Find all the books, read about the author, and more.

See search results for this author 

Are you an author? Learn about Author Central 

Markovits, Andrei S.  UNCOUTH NATION:  WHY EUROPE DISLIKES AMERICA.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton UP.   ISBN-10: 0691122873.   list/hardcover $24.95

Staab, Andreas. THE EUROPEAN UNION EXPLAINED: INSTITUTIONS, ACTORS, GLOBAL IMPACT.  Bloomington, IN:  Indiana University Press. ISBN-10: 0253220181.  list/paper $19.95.  

Stille, Alexander.  THE SACK OF ROME.  NY:  Penguin.  ISBN-10: 0143112104.  list/paperback $16.00.  

REQUIREMENTS


2 tests (10 pts. each) 


20


3 movie reflection papers 

15

Debate 




10


Research paper 


20
Participation



10

Final exam (take home)

25
TOTAL

          
          100%

2 Tests.  We will have 2 tests, each designed to take 35-45 minutes.  In class on Fri., Feb. 19 and Fri., April 2.   
3 Movie Reflection papers.  The class will view three movies, and for each you are to write a reflection paper.  The three movies are:

Paper 1:  “The Queen”  (British) – due Wed., Feb. 3
Paper 2:  “The Class” (French) – due Wed., Mar. 3
Paper 3:  “The Lives of Others” (German) – due Wed., March 31
You are responsible for seeing each film on your own.  There are two possibilities:  (1) the films will be on Closed Reserve in the library for you to view when you wish, or (2) you can rent the movie (Blockbuster, Netflix, etc.).  

For each paper you are to address two questions:  


1.  What is the climax or turning point of the movie?


2.  Does this climax work – i.e., is it effective -- from an artistic and/or emotional viewpoint?  

Length/format requirements:  each essay should be 600-800 words (hard copy only, about 2-3 pages in length), double-spaced, 12 pt. Times Roman font, 1” margins all around.

NOTE:  These papers are not summaries – you need only address these two questions in the required word limit.  Each movie will be discussed in class on the day the paper is due.  For that reason, no late papers will be accepted. 
Debate.   Everyone will participate in one of the debates listed below.  

Debate 1 (Wed., Mar. 24).  France’s policy regarding the banning of Muslim head scarves, Christian crosses, and other “ostentatious” religious symbols in public schools and other public institutions is a fair and equitable policy in line with French republican values.  The policy should be maintained and strictly enforced.


Debate 2 (Wed., April 7.    Turkey should be admitted to the EU in the near future.


Debate 3 (Fri., April 9).  Which country has had the most successful political leadership during the past decade?  A role-play debate among students representing France, Germany, United Kingdom, Spain, and Poland.   


Debate 4 (Fri, April 16).  The adoption of a single currency, the euro, has had a positive impact on the European economy and on the prospects for European unity in general.


Debate 5 (Wed., April 21).  On balance, the “European social model” featuring a strong welfare state has proven to be a better system than American-style “neo-liberal” capitalism.  
Research Paper.   This will be a research paper of 3500-4000 words, due on Thursday, April 22 (NOTE:  not a class day).  There are two possibilities for the paper:  (1) “link” the paper to your debate topic, or (2) do a comparative analysis of a specific aspect of contemporary politics in ANY TWO European countries of your choice.  Further details forthcoming.

Participation.   Regular attendance and active, informed participation are expected.  This means I expect you to have done the reading carefully before coming to class.  More than three unexcused absences will lower your grade.
Final exam.  Take-home exam.  To be handed out at last class on Friday, April 23.  Due no later than 1:30 p.m., April 30.  
****

COURSE SCHEDULE AND READINGS
WEEK

1
W, 1/13
Introduction 

F, 1/15

European Views of the U.S.



Read:  Markovits, Introduction and Chap. 1

2
W, 1/20
European Views of the U.S. (cont.)



Read:  Markovits, chaps. 2-3


F, 1/22

European Union



Read:  Staab, selections to be assigned





Judt, pp. 153-159, 302-309

3
W, 1/27
European Union (cont.)



Read:  Staab, selections to be assigned





Judt, pp. 324-353, 526-534


F, 1/29

European Union (cont.)



Read:  Staab, selections to be assigned





Judt, 713-736, 796-800

4
W, 2/3

United Kingdom; discussion of “The Queen”



Read:  Judt, 292-302, 537-547



NOTE:  Movie reflection paper #1 on “The Queen” due 


F, 2/5

United Kingdom (cont.)



Read:  “Britannia Redux” (Economist Survey, Feb. 2007)
5
W, 2/10
United Kingdom (cont.)



Read:  to be assigned 

F, 2/12

Germany 



Read:  Judt, pp. 265-277, 416-421, 470-473, 496-503, 637-643

6
W, 2/17
Germany (cont.)

F, 2/19

France 



Read:  Hauss, selections to be assigned



TEST 1 IN CLASS

7
W, 2/24
France (cont.)



Read:  Hauss, selections to be assigned





Judt, pp. 282-292, 409-413, 547-554

F, 2/26

France (cont.)




View:  “Human Resources” (video on Closed Reserve in Library)




NOTE:  Guest professor will be Prof. Cynthia Hahn, French 
8
W, 3/3

France (cont.); discussion of “The Class”




Read:   Hauss, selections to be assigned



NOTE:  Movie reflection paper #2 on “The Class” due 

F, 3/5

Spain



Read:  Encarnacion, selections to be assigned





Judt, 464-466, 516-523, 701-703
9
SPRING BREAK

10
W, 3/17
Spain (cont.)


F, 3/19

Spain (cont.)
11
W, 3/24
Debate 1 – France’s head scarf policy

F, 3/26

The “New” Europe (Eastern Europe)



Read:  Judt, 309-323, 
422-449 (chap. 13), 566-584,
585-633 (chap. 19), 





685-700 
12
W, 3/31
The “New” Europe (cont.); discussion of “The Lives of Others”




NOTE:  Movie reflection paper #3 on “The Lives of Others” due 


F, 4/2

Italy 



Read:  Stille, selections to be assigned




TEST 2 IN CLASS

13
W, 4/7

Debate 2 – Turkey and EU

F, 4/9

Debate 3 – Successful leadership 
14
W, 4/14
Italy (cont.)



Read:  Stille, selections to be assigned

F, 4/16

Debate 4 – The euro’s impact
15
W, 4/21
Debate – European social model

NOTE:

Research paper due by 2:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 22

F, 4/23

Italy (cont.)



Read:  Stille, selections to be assigned

NOTE:  Take-home final exam to be handed out at last class on Friday, April 23.  Due no later than 1:30 p.m., April 30.  
Rand’s 10 Commandments for Good Writing

(Rand Smith, Dept. of Politics)

1.   Argue.  


Every paper must have a thesis, that is, a central point, argument, or idea that it is trying to establish.  As a rule of thumb, you should state your thesis in the introductory section, then restate/reframe it in your conclusion.  This is NOT a thesis statement:  This paper will examine the origins of the Cold War.  This is a thesis statement:  This paper will argue that the Cold War resulted from critical perceptual mistakes by both American and Soviet leaders.  

2.   Frame. 


A good paper has a “frame”:  an introductory section, which poses the problem, states the rationale (i.e., why the topic “matters”), states the thesis, and gives an overview (a “roadmap”) of what is to come.  This section can be only one paragraph; in most cases, it should not be longer than 2-3 paragraphs.

3.   Conclude.


A good paper also has a brief conclusion that summarizes the argument and “re-frames” the paper for the reader.  The conclusion should restate the thesis, although it does not have to be limited to a mere restatement.  It may, for example, discuss the implications of the thesis.

4.   Avoid Vagueness.


Data and evidence to back up general points are a must.  Without these, a paper is just a bunch of assertions, i.e., unsupported opinions.  Why should anyone believe you?  

5.   Give Credit. 

      A research paper must cite sources as you use them.  That is, you must have citations within the text.  Of course, this applies to paraphrased as well as quoted material.  It’s not enough to cite nothing in the text and then stick on a “list of sources” at the end.  More generally, avoid plagiarism:  the taking of someone else’s material and “claiming it” as your own (for example, cutting and pasting from the internet without any attribution).  It is your responsibility to know what plagiarism is and to avoid it.

6.    Respect Authority.


Avoid citing “low authority” sources, especially Wikipedia.  Use Wikipedia for background and basic information when beginning your research, but do not cite Wikipedia as a research source.  The same generally applies to basic references such as encyclopedias.  Cite well-known encyclopedias (e.g., Encyclopedia Britannica) only for basic information such as geographical facts, not for historical or political events or interpretations.

7.   Quote Cautiously and Sparingly.

   
Many students think that quotes make a paper look “smarter.”  Not so.  Overuse of quotes clutters the page and breaks up the writer’s voice.  As a general rule, use quotes only in the following contexts:  (1) when the author says something in a particularly interesting or unusual way.  Otherwise, put it in your own words.  (2) when you are quoting a “person of authority,” such as a political leader or a renowned expert in a field.  

8.   Spell Correctly.


Enough said.  Use your spellchecker and proofread all work before turning it in.  Misspelled words = sloppiness, lack of caring, poor professionalism.  

9.    Sweat the Basics.


These include the fundamentals of literate writing:  clear paragraph organization, smooth transitions between paragraphs, subject-verb agreement, complete sentences (not sentence fragments), preference for active over passive voice, and avoidance of common errors (there/their, its/it’s, etc.).

10.  Sweat the Details.


Pay attention to any and all requirements of an assignment:  page length, font type, topic, etc.

1
2

